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A Gospel Primer 

 
First published in 1690, The New England Primer (the first textbook ever printed in 

America) had as its primary goal to combine the study of the Bible with the alphabet, vo-

cabulary, and the reading of prose and poetry.  More than five million copies sold in the 

nineteenth century alone and remained the main instrument for learning to read up until 

the twentieth century.  Million of colonists and early American citizens were fed a steady 

diet of Scripture truth due to its incredible popularity. 

 
In his brief but powerful book A Gospel Primer, Milton Vincent has 

provided us a penetrating Christ-centered resource inviting all who 

turn to its pages a most accessible tool in seeing and savoring the 

goodness of God in the gospel.  In the introduction, he states the 

following as to the bookõs intended purpose:  òThis book is offered 

as a handy guide to help Christians experience the gospel more fully by 

preaching it to themselves each day. . .ó  What may sound overly sim-

plistic at first blush, quickly is embraced as not only deeply pro-

found, but essential.  And it is likely that you will soon find yourself 

asking how I have missed this understanding of the gospelõs useful-

ness in my life up until now. 

 
Most of the bookõs 97 pages is devoted to an onslaught of gospel implications with the 

first and largest section of the book, entitled, òReasons to Rehearse the Gospel Dailyó in 

which Vincent unpacks thirty-one biblically informed contemplations instructing believers 

to rehearse gospel truths to themselves regularly.  In so doing he demonstrates how this 

leads to limitless benefits for the believer resident in the gospel itself (such as the right 

perspective in trials, freedom from sinõs power, stimulation of love toward others, and 

many more).  Footnotes galore mark each page that witness to a conviction born out of a 

prayerful meditation upon gospel truth. 
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Thursday, Feb. 16 @ 12 noon 
 

Valentine Special 
Lunch & Program 

Contact Pastor Tim Buczek at 215.249.0879 
if  you have any questions. Sign-up is available 
at the Welcome Center bulletin board. 

Young at Heart 
February 8 : 

RED & 
PINK  
Night!  

February 29 : 
Leap Year White Out Leap Year White Out 

Party!Party!  

Upcoming  
Opportunities 

Womenõs Night 
Tuesday, Feb. 7 

7pm 
òThe Christian Life is NOT a 

Cake Walkó 

 
In parts 2 and 3 the author presents a most memorable and stirring gospel narra-

tive (first in prose then in poetry) in which he invites the reader to personally appropriate what God has done 

for them in and through the gospel.  Written in the first-person singular (as is part 1), we would be wise to 

take the authorõs advise and slowly read each line aloud to further reinforce the daily resource one has in the 

gospel. 

 
Lastly, Milton concludes with part 4, which he calls, òSurprised by the Gospeló where he gives a very personal 

account of the journey behind the primer.  In it he testifies to the goodness of God in liberating him with the 

liberating power of the gospel.  This same gospel can liberate you and with Vincentõs Gospel Primer one is 

beautifully reminded and equipped of the only gospel which can. 

BOOK REVIEW contõd 

Menõs Breakfast 
Saturday, Feb. 11Saturday, Feb. 11   

88 -- 10am10am   
(whatôs this? No Menôs Night in Feb? 

Saving the 2nd Tuesday for  

your VALENTINE !)  

Menï join us as we hear from 

Pastor Eugene Miller of Living  

Hope Community Church . 

Topic : ñHow to love the 
women in your lifeò 

Please sign up in foyer or email  

office@hilltownbaptist.org  

mailto:office@hilltownbaptist.org


Baptisms ~ 
January 8,  2012 

Caleb Eubanks &  

Jean Haldeman: 
Buried with Christ, and  
RAISED TO NEWNESS OF LIFE! 
 
 
THANKS, Jamie Bruce & Sam Hagen, photographers 
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Womenõs Night 
from Jan. 3: 

Six òinternational field 
workersó  all on the 
same continent and 

sharing with us. 
Thank you! 

Left to Right: 
 

Carol L. 
Karen P. 
Becky W. 
Cassie E. 
Lois K. 
Heather C 
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WELCOME, New Members! 
January 22, 2012 

 

Erica & Anthony Millar 

Dan Schwartz 

Jean Haldeman 

Delene & John Churchill 

Ron & Kristyn Fabela 

Merideth & Mike Wells 

Virginia Fahlgren 

THANKS,  

Ted Nichols,  

photographer! 


